BOROUGH OF NORTHVALE

County of Bergen

State of New Jersey

ORDINANCE #1043-2021
ORDINANCE AMENDING AND MODIFYING CHAPTER 18, FIRE DEPARTMENT OF THE NORTHVALE BOROUGH CODE

Section 1.
Purpose & Authority.
The purpose of this ordinance is to modify and amend Chapter 18 Fire Department, pursuant to  N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, and 40:49-2.

Section 2.
Amendments. (amendments are highlighted, deletions strikethrough).

§ 18-4 Qualification of members.

[Amended 7-10-1991 by Ord. No. 628-91]

A. Class A Members (regular fire fighters). The regular or Class A members of the Fire Department shall meet the following requirements:

(1) They shall be citizens of the United States and members of the Northvale Fire Association, except for Class B members.
(2) They shall be residents of the State of New Jersey and reside in Northvale or one of the following communities: Closter, Harrington Park, Norwood, Rockleigh or Old Tappan. Membership from the five communities other than Northvale shall be limited to 10. If a current member moves to one of the other enumerated communities from Northvale, he or she shall remain an active member of the Northvale Fire Department.

[Amended 11-8-2000 by Ord. No. 759-2000]

(3) They shall not be under 18 nor over 40 57 years of age at the time of their appointment, or as state law may require. Active firefighters who have an established line number with the New Jersey State Firemen’s Association who transfers from the another department are exempt from this age restriction.

(4) They shall be able to pass a physical examination, said exam be paid for by the Borough.

(5) They shall answer to and perform a minimum of 60% 50% of fire calls and drills during the calendar year.

B. Class B members (daytime fire fighters). There shall be a maximum total of five Class B members of the Fire Department who shall meet, in addition to the requirements of Subsection A(1), (3), (4) and (5) above, the following:

(1) They shall be actively employed in a place of business within the Borough of Northvale during normal weekday Business hours hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. Any member who shall become employed outside of the Borough of Northvale shall no longer qualify as a Class B member.

(2) They shall have successfully completed Fire Fighter I schooling or its equivalent and be a current, active member in good standing in the town in which they reside and present their certificate for review by the Department.

(3) They shall submit to the Department written permission from their place of employment to leave work in order to fulfill their duties as a fire fighter. In conjunction with their employer's written permission, it shall be the responsibility of Class B members to attend all fire calls during normal weekday business hours from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Required drills under Subsection A(5) shall be deemed to be during daytime  work hours and may attend regular nighttime drills. Class B members shall be precluded from holding office within the Department of a line officer.

§ 18-5 Application for membership; appointment.

[Amended 7-10-1991 by Ord. No. 628-91]

From the effective date herein, each application for Class A and/or Class B membership shall be made in writing, using forms provided by the New Jersey State Fire Association. The applicant shall be recommended to the Mayor and Council for the Borough of Northvale by the Chief of the Department of appointment.

A. A Class A member shall be appointed as a probationary fireman for a period of one year or until satisfactory completion of training as required by state and/or federal regulation.

B. A Class B member shall be appointed as a probationary fireman for a period of six months upon satisfactory completion of training as required by state and/or federal regulation.
§ 18-8 Duties of members.

A. Attendance at fires. It shall be the duty of a member to regularly attend all fires and drills. Upon the sounding of every alarm of fire, such member shall proceed promptly to the firehouse to discharge the duties assigned to him by the Chief or his designated officers.

B. Fulfilling of duties. All members shall fulfill the duties assigned to them by the officers of the Department.

C. Excuses. An excuse from a drill and/or a Department requirement may be given by the Chief or officer acting in the place of the Chief; and said excuse, if granted, shall be recorded on the attendance sheet.

D. Uniforms and appurtenances. All uniforms and appurtenances thereon issued by the Borough of Northvale to the Fire Department members shall be maintained in good order. The uniforms shall be used solely for Fire Department activities and shall bear the insignia of Northvale Fire Department.

E. Follow all Rules and Regulations. All members shall adhere to and follow all Rules and Regulations promulgated by the New Jersey State Firemen’s Relief Association and New Jersey Exempt Firemen’s Association.
F. Life Members. After attaining twenty-five (25) years of continuous service or thirty (30) years of broken service with the Northvale Fire Department, a member shall become a Life Member and shall be exempt form any mandatory provisions of this Ordinance.
§ 18-9 Qualification and Enumeration of officers; terms.

To qualify for officer positions,  line officers shall not hold any fire officers position with another department. All fire officers must be residents of Northvale. Members must have the following fire service time and must meet the State requirements and certifications for each rank. The following line of officers shall be elected for a term of one year at the annual meeting of the Fire Department to be held during the first week of December:

A. Chief: prior service as a member of the Northvale Volunteer Department of five (5) years;
B. Deputy Chief: prior service as a member of the Northvale Volunteer Department of three (3) years;

[Amended 4-9-2008 by Ord. No. 854-2008]

C. Captain: prior service as a member of the Northvale Volunteer Department of three (3) years;
D. Four Lieutenants: prior service as a member of the Northvale Volunteer Department of three (3) years.
Article II Junior Firemen's Auxiliary

[Adopted 3-13-2002 by Ord. No. 774-2002]

§ 18-20

Rules, regulations and standard operating guidelines of Junior Firemen's Auxiliary.

The following rules, regulations and standard operating guidelines of the Junior Firemen's Auxiliary are hereby adopted:

A. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-98, no junior firemen shall be required to perform duties which would expose him to the same degree of hazard as a regular member of the Volunteer Fire Department.

B. Juniors shall not allow Fire Department activities to interfere with family, school, or school-related activities.

C. No junior shall attend a department call, or any other department-related activity during school hours.

D. Juniors must stay in school and maintain an overall C average.

E. Juniors shall not engage in any act unbecoming the uniform of the Northvale Junior program.

F. There shall be no smoking by a junior at any time.

G. Juniors must maintain a 50% average per year of training exercises, fund-raisers, and special activities; fire calls shall be considered extra credit. Members must exhibit genuine interest toward learning basic fire-fighting skills and participating in fire department activities.

H. Juniors shall not interfere with fire apparatus or fire fighters responding to or returning from a call.

I. Juniors may only respond to calls and remain at the firehouse after cleanups, drills, and special activities pursuant to the following schedule:

Age                                                       School Nights                                       Weekends
14 and 15                                             3:30 - 9:30 p.m.                               10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.

16                                                           3:30 - 10:00 p.m.                           10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
17                                                           3:30 - 11:00 p.m.                           9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
18 and over                                          Considered adults and able to determine their own hours

J.  While responding to a fire call, juniors shall obey all traffic laws, obey all traffic lights, and shall not drive a personal vehicle over the posted speed limit or in a reckless or careless manner at any time.

K. Juniors' personal vehicles shall not display a blue light during a fire call response or at any time.

L. Juniors may ride on apparatus only within the following guidelines:

(1) Apparatus must not be first responder.

(2) Must be at least 16 years old.

(3) Must be seated and wear seat belts.

(4) Must be in rain/fire retardant gear.

(5) Response must be to a call in town (not mutual aid out of town).

M. Juniors shall not board apparatus unless explicitly instructed to do so by the truck officer.

N. Juniors shall not drive department apparatus at any time.

O. Juniors must remain at the vehicle by which they arrived at the fire scene until otherwise directed by a line officer or in the absence of a line officer, the truck officer or senior fire fighter in charge.

P. Juniors must obey the chief officer in charge at all fire activities. Juniors must as well adhere to all Northvale Fire Department regulations and the requirements of this article.

Q. Juniors shall be at least 18 years of age and possess a valid driver's license to direct traffic. In addition, any junior who directs traffic shall undergo a training period by the Northvale Police Department and shall be required to wear high-visibility vests.

R. Activities of juniors under 16 years of age shall be limited to:

(1) Attending meetings of the Junior Firemen's Auxiliary;

(2) Receiving instruction;

(3) Participating in training that does not involve fire, smoke, toxic or noxious gas, or hazardous materials or substance; and

(4) Observing firefighting activities while under supervision.

S. Department keys shall not be issued to juniors; juniors are not permitted in the fire station without the presence of a member of the Northvale Fire Department.

T. No member of the Junior Firemen's Auxiliary may hold either a line officer or elected administrative position.

U. No junior may perform house duty in place of a fire fighter.

V. No junior is permitted behind the bar area for any reason.

W. A junior shall be considered in good standing when all of the following requirements are satisfied:

(1) Required percentages are met.

(2) The requirements of this article and the regulations of the Northvale Fire Department are upheld satisfactorily.

(3) The Junior has completed one year of membership or completed the BCFA course entitled "Fire fighter 1" (classroom portion), when of age.

Section 3.
Repealer.
All prior ordinances that are inconsistent with this ordinance are repealed.  All ordinances are hereby amended to be consistent with this ordinance and all ordinances, including this one, shall be construed consistent with the express purpose of this ordinance.    


Section 4.
Savings and Construction.
This ordinance shall be construed consistent with the purpose stated in Section 1 hereof.  Any ambiguities in this ordinance shall be construed in accordance with the purpose of this ordinance.  If any part of this ordinance is invalidated by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this ordinance shall be saved to the full extent possible. This ordinance repeals provisions of the Northvale Code only where stated herein; otherwise this ordinance is amendatory and supplementary to existing provision of the Northvale Code. 


Section 5.
Codification.
This ordinance shall be codified as amendments to the chapters set forth herein.  


Section 6.
Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval and publication of notice of adoption as provided by law. 

Patrick J. Marana








Patrick J. Marana, Mayor

Attest:

Frances M. Weston

Frances Weston

Acting Borough Clerk
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